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JOSEPH BANDEL 
By Marian Ruhland Burmester 

   Joseph Bandel was born on September 21, 1830 in Württemberg, Germany. As a young man Joseph 
received an academic education, later attended a medical college at Heidelberg in his birth state of 
Baden-Württemberg, Germany, and graduated at the end of five years. He was then appointed a 
surgeon in the military service of Germany, a position he filled for nearly three years. Joseph arrived 
in this country in 1852. During this time period, Joseph, along with many other German people, were 
disappointed that the German states weren’t able to unite. After the revolution they decided to 
emigrate and start a new life in a new world. Many of these people were well-educated and not the 
typical immigrants. Joseph settled first in Milwaukee, Wisconsin where he married Christina Phillip. A 
year later in 1853 Joseph and his wife Christina moved to Madison, Wisconsin. In 1861 they moved to 
the Franklin Township in Sauk County, Wisconsin and settled on the farm which is presently owned by 
Joseph and Marjorie Prem. 

   On Nov. 20, 1863, during the Civil War, Joseph was drafted into the US 
military at Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin as a Sergeant in Company H, 37th 
Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers for a period of 3 years. His description is 
listed as: Height: 5’ 11”, Complexion: Fair, Eyes: Blue, Hair: Brown, Born: 
Germany, Occupation: Farmer. 
   Other members of Company H that were from Franklin Township are as 
follows:  
Gasser, George –Oct. 29, 1864 – Drafted; Mustered Out July 27, 1865 
Gelhaus, Arnold – Oct. 29, 1864 – Drafted; Mustered Out July 27, 1865 
Lamb, William A. – Nov. 15, 1863 – Drafted; Mustered Out July 27, 1865 
Luther, Paul – Oct. 3, 1864 – Drafted; Mustered Out July 27, 1865 
Scoville, Levi – Nov. 19, 1863 – Drafted; wnd. June 17, 1864, Petersburg, 
Va.; transferred to V. R. C., Apr. 25, 1865 

Wintermantle, Jacob – Oct. 29, 1864 – Drafted; Mustered Out July 27, 1865 
   The obituary for Joseph says that he was promoted to Second Lieutenant for bravery on the field of 
battle, but his military file says that he accepted a promotion on January 8, 1863 to fill a vacancy by 
the discharge of 2nd Lieutenant J. H. Brightman. 
   According to Joseph’s military file on February 16, 1865, he writes a letter asking for a leave of 
absence for 20 days, “Firstly – Sickness in my family. Secondly – My wife and six children are in 
destitute circumstances, and I desire to make the necessary arrangements for their proper support. 

Bandel’s Civil 
War canteen 
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Thirdly – I have been in the service of the United States, and I never missed doing duty a day, for one 
year. Fourthly – I have never had a furlough or leave of absence.” On February 18, 1865, Joseph is 
listed as absent, so he must have gotten his leave of absence that he had requested. From March to 
May 1865, Joseph is listed as present. Finally on May 27, 1865, Joseph writes a letter of resignation as 
2nd Lieutenant in Company H, 37th Regiment Wis. Volunteers Infantry, because of sickness in his 
family. “My wife and young children are in such circumstances as to be in a helpless condition, she has 
for some time past been sick with six small children to care for and justice to them demands of me to 
return to their protecting care as soon as practicable.” On June 2, 1865, his resignation was approved 
and on June 7, 1865, Joseph was discharged. In reading through his military file I found no mention of 
Joseph using his medical education during his time of service to the United States during the Civil 
War. 
   The Thirty-seventh Infantry was organized at Camp Randall, Madison, Wisconsin in the spring of 
1864. With the urgent need of men, the first six companies left Wisconsin to join the army of the 
Potomac on April 28. Company L and Joseph’s Company H joined the first six companies on May 17. 
They participated in the first assaults on Petersburg in Virginia at the battle of Reams Station, and 
were in action at Hatcher’s Run. They spent the winter in and around Petersburg, often under fire. 
The Thirty-seventh also participated in the Grand Review at Washington on May 23 and May 24, 
1865, following the close of the Civil War. The Regiment was mustered out at Tenleytown in the 
District of Columbia on July 26, 1865. 
   After the Civil War, Joseph lived a very active life in the community serving as Chairman for the 
Franklin Town Board, the Town Assessor of Franklin for three terms and President of the Franklin 
Farmers Fire Insurance Company. 

   Even though Joseph resigned the 
military to care for his sick wife, 
Christina didn’t die until November 
29, 1884. Her obituary in the Weekly 
Home News of Thursday, December 
4, 1884 stated; “Mrs. Bandel who 
had been insane for several years 
died last Sunday and was buried in 
the White Mound Cemetery.” The 
obituary for Joseph says they had 
twelve children at the time of her 
death, but “The History of Sauk 
County, Wisconsin, 1880” stated 
that they had ten children and 
owned 300 acres of well improved 
land. 
   On February 17, 1886, Joseph, 
married Theresia Hutter Weishan 
widow of John Weishan. John was 

also a veteran of the Civil War serving at the age of 41 as a private in Company K, 18th Regiment 
Wisconsin Infantry. He passed away on September 18, 1878 leaving Theresia with three children. 
Together Joseph and Theresia farmed around 300 acres until 1900 when they moved in with Theresia 
Bandel’s daughter and son-in-law, Bertha (Weishan) and Robert Nachreiner near White Mound. 

Joseph Bandel with either his first or 
second wife 
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   For several years, Joseph had been in 
poor health and finally died of 
pneumonia on January 3, 1913. 
Reverend Dahns of Prairie du Sac 
conducted the funeral on January 6th. He 
was a member of the T. J. Hungerford 
Post, G. A. R. and his lifelong friend 
Thomas Claridge of Reedsburg read the 
service of the Post. 
   After being ill for several years, Theresia died on October 18, 1915. Her 
funeral was held at St. Luke’s with Reverend George Pesch officiating, and 

her body was laid to rest in St. Luke’s Old Cemetery in the family plot with 
her first husband John Weishan. 

 
Sources of this article are as follows: 
The History of Sauk County, Wisconsin - 1880 by Western Historical Company - Biographical 
Sketches - pages 823 & 824 
Weekly Home News, Thursday, January 9, 1913 (Died January 6, 1913) (Joseph Bandel obituary) 
Weekly Home News, Thursday, December 4, 1884 (Christina Phillip Bandel obituary) 
Weekly Home News, Thursday, October 28, 1915 (Theresia Hutter Weishan Bandel obituary) 
National Archives – Master Number: 1338616 SOP Number: OFF00000000361932 Order Date: 
06/10/2005 Site ID: NWCTB 
Sauk County Register of Deeds Death Certificate Volume 8 Page 268 
Jos. Nachreiner Funeral Record #96 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forty-Eighters 
http://genealogytrails.com/wis/37thWIInfReg.html 
Photo on page 2 from Janet Sherwood Alcamo 
Rocking chair, Civil War canteen, and tooth extractor donated to the OFTHS by Ray Nachreiner DVM, 
PhD 
 

  
 

 
 

Our museum will be open the 1st & 3rd Sunday, 
June through September from 1 to 4 p.m. 

 
 

 
We have a new website, so be sure to bookmark it. 

http://oldfranklintownshiphistoricalsociety.weebly.com/ 
 

Tooth extractor 
used by Bandel 

Bandel’s rocking chair 
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How Confusing Research Can Be! 
 

   In researching to write the Bandel story, it started to get a 
little bit confusing. I found the obituary stated that Joseph died 
in 1913. Yet everywhere on the internet the year was listed as 
1912 including interment.net, findagrave.com and 
Ancestry.com. I decided to make another trip back to the Spring 
Green Library to check the index and microfilm for the Weekly 
Home News again. Yup, it listed the day he died as January 3, 
1913 and the publish date of the newspaper was January 9, 
1913. My first thought was delayed publishing of the obituary. 
Even in those days publishing was only delayed a month or two. 
This would have been an entire year. The next step was a trip to 
the Sauk County Courthouse in Baraboo to see what year was 
listed on the death certificate, but I again found 1913. In looking 
at the death certificate I noticed that Jos M. Nachreiner was the 
undertaker. Thanks to the work of Gary Haas, we have the 
complete book digitized of Mr. Nachreiner’s undertaking 
business. That was the first thing I checked out on my computer 
after I got home and found the year of 1913. 
   The stone in the White Mound Cemetery has “Joseph Bandel 

1830 – 1912” inscribed. It is only natural that when people see the stone, they figure that must 
be correct, so they proceed to post their research on the internet. Why is the year listed as 
1912 on the cemetery stone? There must be some story behind that. 
   After finding the obituary, death certificate and undertaker evidence, my conclusion is that 
the year 1913 is correct. 
   Most of my research was done in 2015; since that time “findagrave.com” has updated the 
year of death. 

 
 

 
 

The OFTHS will be sponsoring a “Brat 
Fund Raiser” on Friday & Saturday, 
June 23rd and 24th. The stand will be next 
to the Cenex station on Hwy. 23. 
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With great sadness, we report on the passing of two well-known men from Waldmuenchen, 
Bavaria, who both died of cancer.  
 
Hansjörg Schneider passed away at age 68 on September 5, 2016. He 
worked as an accountant and also in the tourist office at 
Waldmuenchen. His hobby was studying history and emigrants from 
the Waldmuenchen area, especially those that immigrated to Plain, 
Wisconsin. Besides two emigration books, he contributed stories for 50 
issues of the Waldmuenchner Heimatbote, a booklet filled with local 
history. Hansjörg is survived by his wife Marianne and two children.  
 

Willibald "Willi" Senft passed away at age 75 on May 8, 2017. He was 
instrumental in organizing group trips to America (including Plain, 
Wisconsin), Spain and South Africa for area Waldmuenchen residents. 
He acted on the stage for Trenck plays in Waldmuenchen, and was a 
member of the local choir. He loved to sing in the Catholic church at 
Ast, especially "Mutter Gottes von Ast" - a song with special meaning at 
St. Anne's Chapel in Plain where a Mutter Gottes von Ast painting is 
displayed. Willi and his wife Christa, both formerly teachers, planned 
and guided tours for Americans to show them homes and villages where 
ancestors once lived. Together they translated letters and documents to 

English and German to assist Georg Ederer in his pedigree research. Willi and Christa spent 
many hours scanning the pedigrees of emigrants for a genealogy DVD. Willi is survived by his 
wife Christa and two children and grandchildren. 
 

Both men were involved in the DVD available for sale at the OFTHS museum: Genealogies of 
families that immigrated to Sauk County, Wisconsin, from Bavaria, Germany: The collected 
works of Georg Ederer, Otto Horz, and Hansjörg Schneider. You can find more information on 
the DVD at this link: http://oldfranklintownshiphistoricalsociety.weebly.com/merchandise.html 
 

 
 

 

 
Able Trek Tours 

1-800-205-6713 
Reedsburg, WI 

www.abletrektours.com 
Call us for a FREE Tour Description 

Catalogue 
Departures from: Reedsburg, Baraboo, 

Sauk, LaValle, Lodi. & Waunkee 

 

 

 
 

150 Viking Dr. 
Reedsburg, WI 53959 

 
 OPEN 24 HOURS 
7 DAYS A WEEK 

 
608-524-6108 

 
Richardson-Stafford 

Funeral Home 
780 N. Winsted Street 

Spring Green, WI 53588 
Telephone: (608) 588-2181 

Fax: (608) 588-2170 
www.staffordfuneralhomes.com 
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Some of our recent donations: 
• Beck and Nachreiner store complimentary plate, Wm Reuschlein store 1914-1919 WWI 

complimentary plate, sympathy letters to Mabel Schweiss from St. Luke Nuns 1945, 
Bettinger Store complimentary bowl, Plain State Bank 1920 Account Book-Fred Ascherl, 
Plain State Bank Account Book, Plain State Bank Match dispenser, postcards, photos, 
Plain Auto Company Statement sheets, Fred Ascherl’s 1916 Sweeney Automobile School 
Certificate, 2 archival ink pens from Allen and Joan Liegel. 

• Cooper family pictures.  Tin type of Andrew and Eliza Cooper (one each), 4 small tin 
types (of unknown), Photo album of WWI training camp, letters, legal documents, 
handmade knotted rosary from the estate of Gwendolyn ‘Gwen’ Hope Kellner by Ilene 
Feiner. 

• $500.00 by Kraemer Brothers. 
• Family pictures of the Neumeier family and Brey family by Russell Elliott. 
• George Neumeier feed sack by Ginny Kraft. 
• 1901-1929 Ledgers of Sales and Payments for Lins and Hood, Spring Green, Sauk 

County - digitized and indexed by Dean & Beatrice (Ringelstetter) Blau, Bernice 
Ringelstetter, DVD donated by Debbie Blau. 

• Rough Draft of the Claridge Family History booklet and CD by Doris H. Danelski. 
• John B. Kraemer family line pictures, and Thomas Schwartz family line in pictures and 

the family genealogy by Evonne Kraemer. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
When visiting our sponsors 
mention that you saw their 
advertisement in the OFTHS 
Newsletter. 

 

 
 

 
All that the historians give us are little oases in the desert of time, and 
we linger fondly in these, forgetting the vast tracks between one and 
another that were trodden by the weary generations of men. 
~John Alfred Spender 
 
The OFTHS and/or author copyright © all articles contained in this newsletter; permission must 
be obtained from them prior to any further use. 
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Wisconsin Kraemers II has just been published 
 
Questions that people ask:  
   When did Paul and Walburga (Stangl) Kraemer get to America? Was their journey uneventful 
or marked by something extraordinary? How did they get from New York to Wisconsin? Why 
did they first go to Fredonia near Milwaukee? How did they find the farm near Plain? Did Paul 
really build the log house and barn on the farm? Was Paul a carpenter like so many other 
Kraemers? These and many other questions are addressed by this new book. 

 A place for answers to those questions and more: 
   Wisconsin Kraemers II: The new world of America 
tells the story of Paul and Walburga (Stangl) Kraemer 
in America. It starts with their arrival in New York 
after a three week journey from Hamburg, Germany. It 
tells about their one-year-stay in Fredonia, Ozaukee 
County and what led them there. It describes their 
purchase of a farm about two miles east of Plain and 
how Paul’s cleverness led to the growth of that farm to 
around 300 acres – in sharp contrast to their 12 acre 
farm in Irlach, Bavaria, Germany. 
   It also tells the stories of six of their seven children: 
Frances [Franziska] who married Edward Weidner; 
Joseph who married Anna Brechtl and then Theresa 
Eckstein; John A. who married Mary Schutz and then 
Mary Schwartz; Theresa who married Martin Meister; 
Margaret, who was born on board the ship to America, 
and married Joseph M. Ruhland. 
   The story of Peter Kraemer and his three wives and 

their children will be the subject of the final book: Wisconsin Kraemers III: The twentieth 
century. 
   In case you have not seen it, Wisconsin Kraemers I tells the story of the Kraemers from about 
1649 to 1866 in Tiefenbach and Irlach, Bavaria, Germany. 
 
Where can you buy a copy of the book? 
Createspace.com or Amazon.com 
The author at kkraemer@uci.edu 
 
The Old Franklin Township Historical Society 
P. O. Box 218 
Plain, WI 53588 
In ordering from the OFTHS you can either go to our new website: 
http://oldfranklintownshiphistoricalsociety.weebly.com/merchandise.html. Scroll down the page 
to view and print the order blank. 
Or you may simply order by writing your request on a paper and sending along with your check 
to the above OFTHS mailing address. 
Wisconsin Kraemers II black & white: $25.00 + $8.00 handling 
Wisconsin Kraemers II high quality color copy: $40.00 + $8.00 handling 
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Old Franklin Township Historical Society 
915 Wachter Ave. 
P.O. Box 218. 
Plain, WI 53577 
 

 

 
 
    

 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/OFTHS/ 
plainofths@gmail.com 
http://oldfranklintownshiphistoricalsociety.weebly.com/ 

PRESERVE OUR HERITAGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFTHS Officers and Board Members 
President: Eugene Hausner 
Vice President: Marian Burmester  
Treasurer: Mary Jayne Liegel 
Secretary: Georgene Hausner 
Directors: William Bergman, Lucille Herbrand & Mary Prem 
Honorary Director: Debbie Blau & Kenneth Kraemer 
Newsletter Editor and Website Manager: Marian Ruhland Burmester 
Newsletter Proofreader: Debbie Blau 
 


